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CHIEF KENAHAN: Today is January 25th, 

2002, and the time is 11:53 a.m. this is 

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the 

Safety Battalion of the Fire Department of 

the City of New York. I'm conducting an 

interview with Firefighter Fitzroy Haines of 

Ladder 15 in the quarters of Engine 4. 

Q. Fitzroy, just tell us the events as you 
recall them from September 11th. 

A. The alarm came in at 8:45. That 
particular day I was going to work that morning 
the morning tour. I was there waiting to leave, 
me and another gentleman. When the alarm came 
through, the dispatcher said all units stand by. 
There's an explosion at the World Trade. That's 
all we got here. 

That day Lieutenant Levy and Captain 
Farrell was working. They shot downstairs and 
said everyone get dressed because you know we're 
going. We're right here. 

I was already down, not dressed, but I 
got dressed and I was the first one to come out. 
I noticed -- the buildings were to my left -- 


white smoke and paper floating our way. I yelled 
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back to everyone, "We've got something pretty big 
there." 

Right before the rigs came and pulled 
out, Doug Oelschlager and Scott Kopytko pulled 
up. They were working that morning. Scott 
bumped me off the rig. I told him he had the 
eyes. He said okay, and he went with the truck. 

I parked Oslagger's car, because he 
pulled up on the first bay here, parked his car 
across the street, then came inside. Being the 
World Trade, I figured it would be on the news. 
So I walked into the house watch, turned on the 
TV, and I saw that I guess it was the north tower 
was on fire. I just know it was which one of 
them, it was way up on like the 80th floor, 
whatnot. 

At that moment another firefighter, Tom 
Ryan, who was going to be detail to someone else, 
came in and said, "They're going to need a lot of 
help. I'm going to go over there." I asked him 
if I could go, because I was off and I'm a proby. 
I didn't want to get in trouble. He said, yes, 
just stay close to him. I said okay. 


I was already still in my bunker gear. 
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As soon as he grabbed his gear, we went out in 
the street, and Battalion 4 was shooting up the 
street. We flagged them down, and we jumped on 
with them. 

The chauffeur wasn't sure if he should 
take the tunnel or the street. By the time he 
had an inkling, he was already halfway through 
the tunnel and he got stuck. Tom and myself had 
to jump out of the car and run -- rushed through 
the tunnel and clear out the tunnel, because at 
that end the cops didn't know what was going on. 
We really didn't know what was going on either. 

By then I guess while we were in the 
tunnel, that's when the second plane hit. I 
still didn't know it was big commercial planes 
that hit. I noticed that it was like no traffic 
on the other side of the tunnel. 

The police officer that was out there 
started sending the cars back through, because by 
then we couldn't have backed up because there 
were more emergency vehicles behind the chief. 
We just wanted to get everyone through. 

As soon as the chief got cleared, we 


jumped right back in. We were coming up, and I 
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noticed that 15 Truck was by the Mayor, kind of 
far down from the Trade Center. I asked Tom 
should we get out here for our guys. He said no, 
stay with the chief. 

I figured that was kind of weird that 
they were so far down. Come to find out later 
that they had cut an air hose and that's why they 
seized up a couple blocks down. I guess they got 
out and walked the rest of the way. 

So we pulled up in front of the south 
tower because there was really no one in the 
street. We didn't see any command center. The 
chief told the chauffeur go down towards the 
north. As soon as we did, we saw the command 
post. I believe that was seven financial, right 
in the parking lot. 

Q. On West Street? 

A. On West Street. We were on West 
Street. It was more like -- 

Q. Near the Winter Garden atrium? 

A. Yeah, right there. They were in the 
parking lot. 

The first thing I thought was it took 


us all of about seven minutes to get there, but I 
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noticed that the Mayor, the Commissioner and a 
lot of other officials were already there before 
us. I thought that was kind of weird. I found 
out later that they were there for a meeting 
earlier. So okay. 

I don't know which chief it was, but he 
put Tom and myself under I think it's Captain 
Brethel, I think was his name. He's the captain 
of Ladder 24 with Engine 1, I believe. He was 
supposed to be in charge of all the fat guys that 
are coming down to volunteer and whatnot. 

The reason why we didn't go in the 
towers was because we only had one Scott pack and 
we were waiting for more gear and more cylinders 
to be released. So we were under the pedestrian 
walk bridge that's in front of first World Trade, 
about ten yards away from the command center. We 
were staged there. We were there for quite a 
while. The only thing I was doing was just 
counting the bodies that were jumping. 

I would say after a good 20, 25 
minutes, the captain came up to us and said, "You 
guys really don't need to see this. Just go down 


West Street like a block and a half towards Vesey 
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Street and stage there." So we walked towards 
Vesey Street, not all the way. I took off my 
clothes and staged there. 

By the time I did that, that's when the 
south tower collapsed. Everyone just said "Run." 
I was in the street, but there were just too many 
people. I noticed there were too many vehicles 
and people coming down the street. I felt that 
was kind of dangerous. I jumped back on the 
sidewalk because I know the fence -- there's a 
chain link fence that runs all the way down West 
Street. I knew if I couldn't get out of that 
crowd that would be a safe reference point if I 
walked all the way down. 

So I ran all the way down. A couple 
seconds just before the cloud came over me, I 
knelt by the fence and put my hood over my mouth 
and let it come over me. Then I got up and just 
followed the cloud out. 

I found one guy that was sprawled out. 
I picked him up, helped him out. There was 
another female. She was just walking. I told 
her the right way to walk out. 


I walked out of the cloud. I let it 
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settle for a little bit. Then I went back out 
and got my coat because I had staged it, and came 
back. By then I found Tom, who I went down with. 
We were down I guess around Barclay then, staged 
around Barclay street, because we were waiting 
for everyone to form back up to see if we could 
get anyone out of the first collapse. 

But the main chiefs that were there 
were just telling everyone stay put, stay put. 
They were sending whole companies and units down 
to see if they could get anyone out of the 
collapse. 

By then I noticed -- we found I believe 
it was Bob Humphreys, the Engine 4 chauffeur, was 
walking towards us. We helped him off with his 
gear and tried to wash the debris off some and 
whatnot. 

We were there for like, I guess, 19 
minutes or so. That's when the second one 
collapsed. 

Q. Now you're at Barclay and West? 
A. Yeah, Barclay and West. All this day I 
never left West Street. When the second one 


started to collapse, we went down further towards 
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the high school that's there. I think it's -- 

Q. Stuyvesant? 

A. Stuyvesant or Lafayette? 

Q. I'm not sure. 

A. It's either Stuyvesant or Lafayette 
High School. That's where we went. We walked 
all the way down there, staged there. Pretty 
much the remainder of the day I was there, 
because the chiefs didn't want anyone going back 
in. They were trying to get a head count of who 
was actually there and whatnot. That was pretty 
much it. I stayed there for the remainder of the 
day. 

Q. Thank you, Fitzroy. 

CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 12:02, 


and this concludes the interview. 


